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Stephen Decatur High School – Course Syllabus – Fall 2010
Course Title:  Foundations of Algebra

	Teacher Name:  Mrs. Fitzgerald
	Email:  LBFitzgerald@mail.worcester.k12.md.us

	Teacher Website:  mrsfitzgerald.yolasite.com
	School Telephone Number:  410–641–2171


 Teaching Schedule:
	Period
	Course
	Room #

	1
	College Preparatory Math Review
	D 157

	2
	Foundations of Algebra
	C 175

	4
	Planning
	D 157

	5
	College Preparatory Math Review
	D 157


Course Description:
Foundations of Algebra is an Algebra I support course offered in the fall semester for students who need to acquire deeper understanding of skills necessary for success in Algebra I.  It does not substitute for Algebra I.  It is designed to provide additional mathematical foundations for the continuing Algebra student and to increase student competencies in the Maryland Core Learning Goals 1 and 3 (Algebra Functions and Data Analysis and Probability).  Students studying Foundations of Algebra will receive elective credit only.  Foundations of Algebra will NOT satisfy the high school graduation requirement for one credit in fundamental algebraic concepts.  Students will take the MSA/HSA in Algebra/Data Analysis at the end of Algebra I. 

Course Goals & Objectives:

· To provide a prescriptive mathematics curriculum that meets individual student needs and abilities.

· To improve students’ foundational skills and prepare them for Algebra I.

· To help students realize the impact of mathematical literacy on their lives and society.

Course Textbook:
· A blended course format, with a combination of collaborative, student-centered textbook lessons and adaptive Cognitive Tutor Bridge to Algebra software lessons.
Topics Covered:
	· Chapter 1:  Number Sense & Algebraic Thinking
	· Chapter 8:  Algebraic Problem Solving

	· Chapter 2:  Fractions
	· Chapter 10:  Area

	· Chapter 3:  Operations with Fractions & Mixed Numbers
	· Chapter 11:  Probability & Statistics

	· Chapter 4:  Decimals
	· Chapter 12:  Volume & Surface Area

	· Chapter 5:  Ratios & Proportions
	· Chapter 13:  Linear Functions

	· Chapter 6:  Percents
	· Chapter 14:  Number Systems

	· Chapter 7:  Integers
	


Evaluation Criteria & Grading Policy:

	Homework
	15%

	Classwork (warm ups & wrap ups, graded assignments, etc.)
	20%

	Participation (notes/notebook, time on task, preparedness, etc.)
	15%

	Quizzes
	20%

	Tests
	25%

	Midterm Exam*
	5%

	Final Exam*
	10%



Daily Expectations
Classroom Procedures:

1.  Be seated at your desk, with all books and materials ready when the bell rings.

2.  Respect your school, your classroom, yourself, and others.

3.  Raise your hand and wait to be called on to speak or to leave your seat.

4.  Listen to and follow directions the first time they are given.
5.  Leave personal grooming to the restroom.

Consequences:  (You Choose to Accept if You Ignore a Classroom Procedure)
First Offense:  
Student name written down and a silent warning given.

Second Offense:  
Guardian contacted and student assigned a 30 minute after school detention.

Third Offense:  
Student receives a written referral and conference with guardian will be held.

Severe disruption:
Student will be sent immediately to the office.

Rewards:  (You Earn for Following All Classroom Procedures)

Daily:
Verbal Praise

Weekly:
Encouraging Notes on Work, Positive Behavior Referrals

Monthly:
Homework Delay Pass
Electronic Use Policy
Students will be given ONE warning.  This warning will be issued at the beginning of the school year during their class meeting.  Cell phones and electronic usage is not permitted in hallways and instructional areas during the school day.  Should a student be seen using their cell phone or electronic device during this time, the following steps will be taken:
First Occurrence:  
Confiscation of device.  The device may be returned no later than the end of the school day.
Second Offense:  
Confiscation of device with referral to the administration.

Once the administration receives the referral, the following steps will take place:
First Referral:

Confiscation of device until the end of the day, with a parent conference by 

phone or in person.

Second Referral:
Confiscation of device, Saturday school and a parent must come in for a 

conference to retrieve phone.

Third Referral:
Confiscation of device, Out of School Suspension, and parent must come in 

for a conference to retrieve device.

Note:  Refusal to hand over the electronic device will result in an immediate referral to the office.  Also, excessive defiance of the electronic use policy will result in the permanent collection of electronic devices from all students at the beginning and return at the end of every class period.
Daily Classroom Routines
Materials Needed for Class

· Stephen Decatur High School Agenda (used daily for hall passes & to record assignments).

· At least 3 pencils (ALL mathematics work must be completed in pencil to receive credit).

· Erasers (pencil top or hand held)

· Pen (to be used for “trade-and-grade”).

· 3 Ring Binder (may share with other classes).

· 5 Dividers (Warm Ups/Wrap Ups, Homework, Notes, Classwork, & Quizzes).

· Plenty of Loose Leaf Paper (at least 10 sheets per day).
1.  Warm Up/Wrap Up (start of class…)
· Get warm up/wrap up sheet & calculator.
· Prepare class materials (binder, plenty of paper, homework, agenda, and writing utensils).
· Place all bags and purses in designated area and return to seat.
· Complete warm up silently & on your own, using your notes, if you need help.
· Keep warm up out to complete wrap up at the conclusion of class.
· Note:  If you are not seated when the bell rings, expect to receive an unexcused lateness.
2.  Homework (during homework review…)
· Make sure you copied the problem correctly and showed your work to receive credit.
· Teacher will assign a grade for your homework during the warm up, unless stated otherwise.
· Homework should remain on your desk until the problems have been discussed.

· Prepare to volunteer or be randomly called on to share homework answers.

· Pay attention to and correct any mistakes.
3.  Instruction (while teacher is teaching…)
· Have paper ready to copy notes and examples.
· Focus on the lesson and make an honest effort to understand the topic.
· Listen carefully to and follow all directions.
· Ask sensible questions at an appropriate time.
· Keep notes and examples out to help you complete the classwork and/or homework.

4.  Classwork (when you are working…)
· Work quietly and concentrate on your work.
· Write the problem and show your work to receive credit.
· Raise your hand and wait to be called on to speak or to leave your seat.
· If you finish early, find something to work on quietly, while you wait for further directions.

5.  Wrap Up (end of class…)
· Complete wrap up silently & on your own, using your notes, if you need help.

· When you finish place warm up/wrap up sheet & calculator back into the bin(s).

· Get the homework assignment from the Homework Calendar & record it in your agenda.
· Get belongings from designated area and return to assigned seat to pack up class materials.
· Straighten desks, throw away any trash you see, and tidy our classroom.

· When the bell rings to end class, everyone must be seated before you will be dismissed.
Note:  If you need help, please ask.  I am usually available after school to offer additional help.  Let me know the day before you would like to receive help, so I can make sure my schedule is free!
10 Frequently Asked Questions
1.  Where do I find the work I missed when I was absent?
Every class has a color coded “absent” folder that will contain any assignments you missed.  On 
the left side of the folder, you will find the work that contains your name.  You will be expected 
to turn in completed make-up work, to the right side of the same folder, within the same amount 
of days you were absent (if you were absent for three days, you then have three days to make up 
assignments you missed).  If you still have questions ask the teacher at the end of class. 

2.  What do I do if I need to leave the classroom (restroom, nurse, another teacher, etc.)?
Wait until there is a break in the class routine and raise your hand.  After I have acknowledged 
your signal, please bring me your agenda filled out in its entirety (you are NOT allowed to leave 
the room without YOUR agenda).  Sign out of class by completing each column on the sign-out 
sheet.  Proceed directly to your destination.  Sign the Return Time, when you return.
Note:  You will receive 5 hall passes for the restroom and water fountain.  After they have been 

used, an emergency hall pass may be granted, but will require you to make up the time missed.

3.  What do I do if forgot some of my class materials?
Ask several classmates to borrow the item(s).  If you cannot obtain the item(s), then ask the 

teacher for the item(s), however, expect to lose your preparedness point for the day.
4.  What do I need to do if the teacher displays the “Quiet Coyote” hand signal?
Freeze.  Face the teacher.  Listen for instruction, the teacher will have something to say. 

5.  What do I do if I forgot my homework and/or classwork?
Homework and classwork are due the day after they are assigned, unless stated otherwise.  Late 

assignments will not be accepted (you will receive a “0”).  If you were absent the day an 
assignment was due, it is your responsibility to turn it into the right side of the “absent” folder.
6.  What do I do if I hear an emergency alert signal (fire drill, etc.)?
Freeze.  Look towards me.  Listen for instructions.
7.  What do I do if my all of my pencil points break, I run out of lead, or need an eraser?

Wait until there is a break in the class routine and raise your hand.  After I have acknowledged 
your signal and have given you permission, please quickly and quietly resolve the issue.
8.  What do I do if I have trash I need to throw away?

Make a small pile and wait until the end of the class period to throw away the trash.
9.  Can I eat or drink in class?

Eating and/or drinking will NOT be allowed in class, unless you are drinking water.

10.  What is my grade in this class?
Grade slips will be distributed throughout the semester.  Current class grades may be obtained 

on PowerSchool:  https://ps.worcesterk12.com/public (see Guidance for Login information).
* All students enrolled in Foundations of Algebra are required to take Worcester County developed mid-course and final exams that reflect the NCTM standards.  The midterm exam will be at the end of the first quarter and the final exam will be at the end of the second quarter.




















